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c I cannot think without uneasiness of the extreme
cold of your journey.1 I have been lamenting over the
poor wretches who have no fire or even home to go to in
such weather; and that is exactly the case with my wife
and four of my children. But Joseph (the man-servant)
seems most to be pitied, and if the weather continues
so intense you should take a chaise for him. I can
perfectly understand the fatigue of mind, at least, at-
tending a travelling nursery, to which, I am afraid, I
should oppose le*ss patience than you. As for the
children, pleasure is a pellisse that defies frost and
snow till it gets old and threadbare, which is not the
case with them.

<1 dined on Saturday with the Aucklands, and Dr.
Heath2 came after dinner. He talked favourably of
Gilbert, and particularly of his character. I said I was
quite satisfied about that, and only wished him to get
on in his studies. He also spoke favourably on that
point, but I humbly conceive he knows little of the
matter. I showed him great civility on the Auckland
plan, and carried him home in my carriage.'

* January 7, 1799,

c I carried Windham yesterday to Blackheath. It
was extremely pleasant. Our party was the Speaker,
Tom Grrenville, Windham, the Cholmondeleys, and
myself. The Speaker seems smitten with the Princess's
nature and good nature, and will be one of the knights
of the round tower. I had several confidences in loud
whispers before watchful eyes, which mean nothing and
1 From Minto.                       z Head master of Eton.